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Termly round up

“Welcome to the second newsletter celebrating the many achievements of Bradon Forest School students. 
As well as the students featured here, I would like to say well done and thank you to all the students who 
have been rewarded for their house points and excellent conduct since September. We have enjoyed some 
lovely Christmas celebrations this week and wish you all a lovely break.” Mrs Haines


OXBRIDGE TALK FOR YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
Ruth from Cambridge University and Fiona from Oxford University 
visited the school in November to speak to a group of our Year 10 
students about attending university. Their talk focused on: 

• An introduction to academically-selective (Russell Group) 
universities. 

• An introduction to Oxbridge: the collegiate structure, what makes them a bit different from other 
universities, as well as myth busting. 

• Advice on post-16 options for academically-selective universities. This focused more on Oxbridge’s 
requirements as they have more stringent criteria than other Russell Group universities. They made it 
clear that students should be taking A Levels, and looked at the types of subject combinations they 
should be thinking about. 

• Signposted students to resources they could use to explore their options further. 

Ruth and Fiona talked enthusiastically about university life and answered questions from our students. They 
said that whilst students in Year 10 are studying GCSE subjects it is very important for them to start thinking 
about their next steps in education so they have the 
opportunity to apply to university in a successful way. Both 
Ruth and Fiona commented on how engaged our students 
were and were disappointed they had to leave before they 
could answer all of their questions. 

Thank you to Mr Koniarski, Bradon Forest’s Most Able 
Coordinator, for organising this opportunity for our Year 10 
students. 

Term 2 - December 2021
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DANIEL COLLICT MEMORIAL 

It was a bright, crisp morning on Thursday 9 December for the tree planting 
ceremony in memory of our colleague Daniel. We were honoured to welcome 
family, friends and former colleagues and students from both Bradon Forest 
and St Mary’s Primary schools to pay their respects to our much loved ICT 
Technician. 

Daniel’s mum, Mrs Collict, 
said a few words about her 
beloved eldest son and included many kind messages from 
his friends and colleagues around the world. 

Dave Cox, Head of ICT in The Athelstan Trust, said that 
Daniel’s contributions will benefit students for years to 
come. Mrs Wilkinson read a lovely Native American poem. 

Daniel’s closest Bradon Forest colleague, Fred Dundas, described Daniel as his ‘left hand man’ and 
remembered how he was always willing to help anyone, sometimes “leaving the IT office with the phone 
still attached to his ear!”  

Everyone described Daniel as kind, generous, knowledgeable 
and helpful with a great sense of humour. 

We have planted an oak tree in the Art Garden to commemorate 
Daniel and Mrs Collict explained why the oak tree is so 
important to their family. The oak is 
one of the most loved trees in the 
world, and with good reason. It's a 
symbol of strength, morale, bravery 
and knowledge. Oak is often 
associated with honour, nobility, 
and wisdom as well thanks to its 
s ize and longevity. A fitt ing 
memorial for Daniel. He will be 
missed. 

Daniel Collict 
1983 - 2021

Native American Poem 

I give you this one thought to keep. 
I am with you still. I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow. 
I am the diamond glints on the snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 
When you awaken in the morning’s 
hush, 
I am the swift, uplifting rush 
of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night. 
Do not think of me as gone. 
I am with you still in each new dawn.



THE BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR FUTURE

SAFE DRIVE STAY ALIVE 
On Monday 8 November, Year 11 students took part in the Safe Drive Stay Alive roadshow. Safe Drive Stay 
Alive is a road safety initiative that aims to empower young drivers to make safe driving choices. There is 
evidence to suggest that young people aged between 16 and 25 years of age are more likely to die or 
suffer serious injury from a road traffic collision. Safe Drive Stay Alive uses hard hitting performances to 
inform young people of the dangers and 
catastrophic effects of poor driving choices. True 
stories were told by existing emergency service 
staff and family members who have been directly 
affected by the tragedy caused by serious road 
traffic collisions. 

Thank you to the staff from Dorset and Wiltshire 
Fire and Rescue, Arval, Wiltshire Police and 
Wiltshire Road Safety Unit who came to deliver 
the workshop. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Our two Head Students, MJ and Rhys, proudly represented 
Bradon Forest School with Mrs Haines on the 
Remembrance Parade in Purton. 

The school also fell silent at 11.00 am on Thursday 11 
November to remember those who have given their lives in 
wars around the world. 
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ATHELSTAN STUDENTS MEET MATHEMATICIAN AND 
SLAM POETRY WORLD CHAMPION, HARRY BAKER 

In November, Year 7 students from across The Athelstan 
Trust were treated to a performance by mathematician turned 
slam poetry world champion, Harry Baker. Chipping Sodbury 
School kindly hosted this event with students from other 
Athelstan schools arriving by minibus to experience the event 
and subsequent workshops. Athelstan students not lucky 
enough to meet Harry Baker in person were able to watch a 
live stream of the performance which included poems about 
prime numbers, falafels, dinosaurs, the creation of the 
universe, paper people and angel delight!  

It was fantastic to see students so engaged by Harry’s 
performance and whether in the hall at Chipping Sodbury 
School or watching via a screen from a different school, 
students were encouraged to join in; a particularly fun 
moment involved everyone shouting out in German: ‘wie 
viel falafel ist zu viel falafel’!  

The theme of the morning was opening our minds to the 
creative potential of different subject specialisms and 
Harry’s performance showcased this through sharing his 
passion for maths, science, and history through the 
medium of performance poetry. 

The students comments at the end of the morning were a joy to read and speak volumes about the power 
of enrichment opportunities like Harry Baker’s visit:  

‘My favourite part was writing my own poem because I 
didn’t know that I was so good at making poems’; ‘He is a 
very cool guy’; ‘My favourite part was the dinosaur poem 
because of the sound effects’; ‘It was fun to learn about 
NASA’; ‘It was amazing to hear Harry Baker read out his 
poems’ and last but not least, ‘It was all brilliant’!  

The live stream can still be enjoyed with this link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC98qq-CEVY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC98qq-CEVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wC98qq-CEVY
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ATHELSTAN TRUST MATHS CHALLENGE 

We recently hosted an Athelstan Maths Challenge at Bradon Forest School for Year 7. Unfortunately, a 
shortage of minibus drivers and covid cases on the rise resulted in a competition between mixed teams of 
Bradon Forest School and Malmesbury School students rather than all five schools as had been hoped.  

With keen young mathematicians ready to rise to the challenge, famous mathematicians as team names 
were the order of the day and with Year 10 leaders supporting each team it made for a captivating 
atmosphere, complemented by the humorous compering by Mr Widdop! 

Each round tested the students team working and problem-solving skills, and the lead changed hands 
several times as the 
morning went on. The 
collaboration between 
students from each 
school was a real 
positive, each drawing 
o n t h e i r d i f f e re n t 
strengths to help their 
team.  

Mrs Hooper helped to organise the event and said “It was brilliant to see how all the students threw 
themselves into solving the problems given to them. I was particularly impressed with how they worked and 
how Bradon and Malmesbury students interacted and worked together. I’m looking forward to the next 
event.” 

“I liked working with Malmesbury to figure out the maths challenges”. 

Sarah McCombe who brought the students from Malmesbury School commented “I was incredibly 
impressed with their maturity and enthusiasm in collaborating with students from another Trust school. It 
was fantastic to see students utterly engrossed in some really interesting and challenging activities involving 
Maths in a myriad of ways.” 

The next Maths challenge is for Year 9 in January, hosted by Malmesbury School, where hopefully we will 
see more Athelstan schools ready to compete for glory! 

“It was very challenging, and it made my brain work. It was fun seeing the children from Malmesbury”.

“I would love to do more Maths like this!”
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COLLABORATION 6! 
Malmesbury School already has an established, well 
respected and high achieving sixth form. Two years ago 
we collaborated with them and initiated the first satellite sixth form 
model in the Trust. Historically, with Bradon Forest School providing a 
11-16 provision, this model has empowered us to provide an 
education for our students into KS5. Students attend Malmesbury 
School for four days a week and then return to their home school for 
one day a week. This has been dubbed ‘the best of both worlds.’ 
Students can enjoy the benefits of attending a bigger, well established 
sixth form facility for four days and then return to their home school for 
one day a week – back to an environment that they are familiar with 
where they are well known. From the school's point of view we now 
offer a 11-18 education to prospective students and parents in our 
local community. Also, our staff have the fantastic opportunity of being 
able to deliver A Level lessons. Shifting the focus slightly from 11-16 to 
11-18 means that any transition to whatever post 16 provider they 
choose will be smoother.  

We currently have a number of students studying A Level across Year 
12 and 13. Teachers at both sites collaborate to ensure that the 
students who have chosen the Bradon Forest Sixth Form in 
conjunction with Malmesbury receive a first class offer. There are a 
wide variety of subjects that are currently studied by students who 
have chosen this cross Trust model, ranging from the Arts to Sciences. 

Mr Dipple, Assistant Headteacher, is excited at the prospect of growing 
our Sixth Form in conjunction with Malmesbury. A key step in this 
journey was the A-Level Taster Day that ran on the 1 December 
involving 56 students who sampled a range of A Level subjects 
delivered by subject specialists at Malmesbury. One Bradon Forest 
parent commented that her daughter loved Malmesbury, it far 
exceeded her expectations. She found the staff really supportive, kind 
and encouraging. It was also positive to hear Malmesbury staff echoing 
these sentiments. Charlotte Morris (History A Level) said “I was literally 
buzzing after the history taster on Wednesday - what an awesome 
bunch of students!”. 

It is certainly exciting times, as the collaboration across the Trust 
grows in relation to Sixth Form! If you have any questions, please 
get in touch with Mr Dipple.



             AUTHOR VISITS - MATT OLDFIELD 

Matt Olfdield is the author of the Ultimate 
Football Heroes, a series of biographies telling 
the life-stories of the biggest and best 
footballers in the world and their incredible 
journeys from childhood fan to super-star 
professional player. Written with his brother 
Tom they are a fast-paced, action-packed style 
of books from Maradona to Messi, from 
Beckham to Kane – and their incredible 
journeys from the playground to the pitch. To 
date, the Ultimate Football Heroes series has 
sold over 500,000 copies in the UK alone. 

After Matt Oldfield’s successful visit last year, he returned to school 
for a visit with students from Year’s 7, 8 and 9, who took part in a 
workshop on resilience, growth mindset and bouncing back after a 
setback. The students were fully engaged and contributing to the 
sessions and came away with an enthusiasm and understanding for 
creating their own bounce back story from their own experiences.  
Matt sold signed books to students during break time, have a look 
for signed copies in the library when you next borrow one. 

Here’s what one student wrote about the workshop: “When Matt 
came to express his passion of writing and football, I was 

moderately excited. It didn’t seem appealing or intriguing as books about football and lives of people 
I’ve never heard off doesn’t excite me. His books were football non-fiction and sometimes a lot of facts 
can be monotonous, but throughout the 
workshop it was very interesting to learn how 
challenging some careers are and how resilient 
and determined the footballers are. Matt then told 
us the process of writing books and taught us 
how to structure stories. He concentrated more 
on what we have as a passion or interest, like golf 
or dancing, and we wrote about that. He gave 
loads of support and advice and that helped a lot. 
Thank you, Matt Oldfield and Bradon Forest for 
this fantastic opportunity.“ Emily Marvell 8P1 
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                AUTHOR VISITS - FRANCESCA TYER 

Elesha Warren, Year 11, reports: “On 
Thursday 9 December students got the 
opportunity to meet the published author, 
Francesca Tyer. Miss Tyer came in to 
meet us to talk about her experience as 
an author. Students were selected from 
each year group to participate in the 
creative writing workshop which included 
ways in which to improve both descriptive 
and narrative writing. 

We were taught how to use senses to let 
the reader know what's happening in the 
story without explicitly telling them. We took part in an activity in which we had to look at a picture and 
write down how the five senses would react if they were standing in that scene. This activity helped us 
understand the concept of ‘show’ and not ‘tell’, where authors deliberately don’t tell the reader what is 
happening, but instead infer it through language and structure devices. As well as this, Francesca 
taught us the fundamental structure of a story, this includes the ‘hook’ of the story, also known as where 
the story starts, all the way through to the ‘resolution’ where everything is resolved. In the workshop the 
students got the opportunity to plan and write the opening to a story. The author helped us by teaching 
the importance of the opening line and how to set the scene for the plot. In small groups multiple stories 
were started and examples were read out to the entire group with Francesca giving positive feedback on 
all. 

Overall, the experience really got us thinking and was a great opportunity for those who participated. 
Francesca Tyer’s wonderful books are titled ‘The Firestone’ and ‘The Seastone’ and are part of a new 

series by the upcoming author called ‘The 
Elemental Prophecy’. If you are a fan of ‘Harry 
Potter’, ‘The Lord of the Rings’ or ‘His Dark 
Materials’ I would highly recommend you give 
the talented authors books a read as they 
incorporate reality and fiction in a beautifully 
intertwining way. Francesca Tyer’s books are 
available on Amazon, Waterstones, WHSmith, 
The Bookseller and more. You can also 
purchase a signed copy from her website, 
francescatyer.com or authorsreach.co.uk.” 
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CHILDREN IN 
NEED 
Students and staff raised 
funds for Children in Need. 
Karaoke at lunchtime in the 

Theatre and staff dressed up along the theme of the 
Addams Family/gothic horror to kick off interest in 
our whole school production. 

EMC A LEVEL ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE TASTER 
Year 11 students were given the opportunity to 
experience an A Level English Language taster 
session this term, organised by the English and 
Media Centre (through the English Faculty at Bradon 
Forest School). This session, called 'Looking Into 
Language’, was a free online course (via Zoom) and 
consisted of a series of lectures as well as a Q+A 
session at the end. There were four lectures in all 

and these covered topics such as 'Accent and 
Dialect - and Interpretations' and 'Language in the 
News': one lecture even showed how language has 
been used to catch criminals! The students involved 
found this session very interesting and have 
commented that it has encouraged them to give 
further consideration to studying English Language 
at A Level: the lectures were thought-provoking, 
engaging and lively. It seems that English Language 
is far more influential and revealing than we all 
realise! 

ABBEY HOME FARM TRIP 
Mrs Loxton reports: Mr Morris arranged a trip for 
nine Key Stage 3 students to Abbey Home Farm to 
learn about farming and organic foods. Everyone 
had a great time sampling the fresh foods, especially 
the tear jerking mustard leaf and the super sweet 
tomatoes. The group saw a number of expectant 
heifers in the cow shed and a very cute two day old 
calf. We investigated the dairy and how cows are 
milked, our final destination was the pig fields for 
some super adorable piglets and a very large pig 
called Boris. 

Everyone was interested in the different challenges 
farm life brings and the different jobs you have to do 
to keep the farm running smoothly. The students 
were especially happy to win the challenge set by 
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Policies - Bradon Forest School

https://bradonforest.org.uk/policies/


our guide, Matt, to name as many crops and answer 
as many questions as possible, however Mr Morris 
and I would like a recount of the final scores! A really 
lovely day out! 

PRIZE FOR ST SAMPSON’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Mrs Haines visited St Sampson’s Primary School in 
Cricklade to present them with a cheque for £100 for 
learning resources. St Sampson’s were the winners 
of the Facebook competition we ran in September to 
promote our school video. St Sampson’s were 
nominated by Kimberley Toomer who said, “This 
video shows how much the pupils enjoy school life. 
They are offered endless opportunities to suit 
different children of all ages. They talk about different 
subjects all across the school and how the teachers 
are so supportive and encouraging. For parents who 

have children who have just started in Year 7, this 
gives us so much information and leaves us full of 
positive feelings that our children will have a fabulous 
time during their years at Bradon Forest. Well done 
for such a wonderful video full of all the encouraging 
words from pupils.” 

Mrs Bayne, Headteacher at St Sampson’s, was very 
grateful for the gift and said the money would be 
spent on reading books for the children. As well as 
presenting the cheque Mrs Haines toured St 
Sampson’s with Mrs Bayne and they discussed how 
the two schools could work together more closely to 
strengthen our relationship. 

If you haven’t already watched the school’s 
promotional video you can view it here.
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OPEN MORNINGS 
2022 

MONDAY 7 MARCH 	 9.15AM - 10.30AM 

TUESDAY 8 MARCH 	 9.15AM - 10.30AM 

Book your FREE place here: tinyurl.com/
BradonForestEvents

http://url.com/BradonForestEvents
http://url.com/BradonForestEvents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL96nCtTPxs
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BTEC MUSIC CONCERTS 

Our Year 11 BTEC Music students held a series of 
fabulous concerts as part of their studies. The gigs 
were held in the Music rooms and were free for all to 
attend. Congratulations to all who took part. It takes 
a lot of confidence to get 
up and perform in front 
of your peers! 

More photos available to 
view on our website. 

BRADON’S GOT TALENT 
Our Bradon’s Got Talent competition will take place 
on 15 December as part of the House Charity Day. 
We look forward to giving you a full report in the next 
newsletter, but for now here’s a picture of our Heads 
of House, Mrs 
C l a r k , M r 
Hutchings and 
Mrs Batchelor, 
who were the 
judges for the 
auditions! 

PUMPKIN CARVING 
COMPETITION 
A HUGE well done to all the students who submitted 
an entry to the pumpkin carving competition. All the 
students who entered have been awarded 5 house 
points each. Here are the winning entries. 

First place went to Elliot 
M from Year 9. Zara G 
from Year 7 was awarded 
second place. Third place 
went to Sophie M from 
Year 7. 

BOOK BUZZ 
We are very grateful to be part of the Bookbuzz 
reading programme again this year. Bookbuzz is 
organised by the  BookTrust  charity and aims to 
inspire a love of reading in 11 to 13-year-olds. Our 

1st

2nd

3rd

https://bradonforest.org.uk/2021/12/06/btec-music-concerts-6-12-21/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
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Year 7 students were given the opportunity to 
choose their own book from a list of 17 titles to take 
home and keep. All the books are carefully selected 
by a panel of experts to ensure quality, suitability and 
to encourage reading for pleasure. Here are some of 
our students enjoying their books in the library today. 

HARVEST GIFTS DONATED 
TO SWINDON FOOD BANK 
All the Harvest donations for the Swindon Food 
Bank were collected by their lovely driver, Neil.  
Congratulations to Ringsbury house for amassing 
the most gifts. 

WILTSHIRE AIR 
AMBULANCE 
This term Mrs Davies, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Loxton and 
her tutor group (9R2?) have been working hard to 
“brick up” all the crisp packets collected to deliver 
them for recycling to raise much needed funds for 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Pictured are some of the 
members of Mrs Loxton’s tutor group along with the 
final bags of crisps   (we had already dropped off 
another two giant bags earlier in the term!) Thank 
you to all the Bradon Forest Staff and students who 
saved their crisp packets over the last 2 years for us. 
  
We would also like to inform you that we are now 
collecting any stationary that has run out e.g. any 
brand of pen, felt tip, highlighter, marker, correction 

fluid pot, correction tape, mechanical pencil, and 
eraser pen and again this is to raise funds for 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance. 

 
MOCK INTERVIEWS  
Mrs McGovern reports: Congratulations to all our 
Year 11 students who attended their ‘Mock 
Interviews’ on Tuesday 30 November. The feedback 
from our 26 visiting interviewers has been very 
positive and encouraging and all the students should 
be really proud of how well they did.  



  
Some of the comments received from our 
interviewers were: “We really enjoyed meeting your 
students who are a credit to the school.” “Very 
engaging and enthusiastic students, I was happy to 
be a part of this event and more than happy to 
return again.” “The students came up with some 
amazing questions and looked the part in their smart 
suits and office wear.” 
  
Again, well done to everyone for producing CVs, 
attending interviews and displaying your Bradon 
values.  

WILTSHIRE YOUTH UNION 
Good luck to the seven students who have put 
themselves forward as Wiltshire Youth Union 
candidates. They are now busy putting together their 
campaign strategies. Voting will take place at the 
end of January to decide which of our students will 
represent Bradon Forest: Molly Bond, Varinia 
Montisci, Aliyah Orchard, Chelsea Hancock, Evie 
Chivers, Emily Marvell and Adam Morley. 

They need to produce 
a campaign video to be 
sent out to all students 
which must include: 

• why they think they should be voted youth 
councillor 

• what their priorities are 
• what skills they have that demonstrate they 

would be a suitable candidate 
• examples when they have demonstrated 

those skills. 

Candidates should not talk about other candidates 
characters or behaviours, instead focus on their own 
manifesto pledges. 

“It is great to have Bradon Forest School signed up 
for our Youth Council. It is a fantastic opportunity to 
get young people involved in having a say about 
what happens in their local area and throughout 
Wiltshire. If you know of any young people attending 
between the ages 11-18 who might be interested, 
p l e a s e e n c o u r a g e t h e m t o r u n i n t h e 
elections.#Youthvoice #WYCelections2022 “
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HUMANITIES TRIP TO 
STONEHENGE

The Humanities Department had a successful Year 7 trip to 
Stonehenge to learn about the historical, geographical and 
spiritual aspects of this amazing landmark. 

https://www.facebook.com/bradonforestsch/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVEySTg5i_HMZrBfbZZBMYP5HPhNhhkWX5EIOBMlYBR1MHZXAc_74mCsURukhIoicPp_vaBP2CMgXg4RSAHEq4cZd4V_dH-mpkipsH636K7Ndp6eo09kPK63Te-wyUnsrUMRNt5mrgqmFusp6bS7CuwUP30Pri_Xy4cXaLhDR2gndD4k6IMyGZ0FQgPwy3UoLoDSZ0WE4_DjKbqZWwhvMXmrfbT5E7Opn_AqEuI5ucAmA&__tn__=kK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/youthvoice?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVEySTg5i_HMZrBfbZZBMYP5HPhNhhkWX5EIOBMlYBR1MHZXAc_74mCsURukhIoicPp_vaBP2CMgXg4RSAHEq4cZd4V_dH-mpkipsH636K7Ndp6eo09kPK63Te-wyUnsrUMRNt5mrgqmFusp6bS7CuwUP30Pri_Xy4cXaLhDR2gndD4k6IMyGZ0FQgPwy3UoLoDSZ0WE4_DjKbqZWwhvMXmrfbT5E7Opn_AqEuI5ucAmA&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wycelections2022?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVEySTg5i_HMZrBfbZZBMYP5HPhNhhkWX5EIOBMlYBR1MHZXAc_74mCsURukhIoicPp_vaBP2CMgXg4RSAHEq4cZd4V_dH-mpkipsH636K7Ndp6eo09kPK63Te-wyUnsrUMRNt5mrgqmFusp6bS7CuwUP30Pri_Xy4cXaLhDR2gndD4k6IMyGZ0FQgPwy3UoLoDSZ0WE4_DjKbqZWwhvMXmrfbT5E7Opn_AqEuI5ucAmA&__tn__=*NK-y-R


SPORTS NEWS
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OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR NIAMH 
CRIPPS 
Year 11 student, Niamh Cripps, recently competed 
in the Junior Team Golf English National Final at 
Ramside Hall Golf Club, Durham. The team have 
won the Regional and Southwest qualifiers to reach 
this point. The team were playing for one of the 3 
qualifying spots to reach the grand Home Nations 
Final and then as a club represent England playing 
against the home nation teams of (Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland). After a real battle on the golf course in very 
tough conditions, Broome Manor were very strong 
and finished 2nd place and qualified for the grand 
finale, which will take place in 2022 and will be 
televised on Sky Sports Golf channel. 

  
Niamh also 
finished 2nd 
best nett score, 
which out of 
the 36 elite 
players was a 
real 
achievement. 

Her coach from 
S w i n d o n 
Premie r Go l f 
Academy, Lee 

Hayward, said: “I am very proud of what Niamh has 
achieved, not just this weekend but overall, in her 
golfing development, she is a credit to her coach, 
the golf club, her school, her family and most 
importantly herself.” 

Mrs Haines added: 
“As a school, we 
are very proud of 
Niamh. She is an 
e x c e l l e n t r o l e 
model to others, 
displaying all our 
school values in 
everything she does. Niamh is very passionate about 
her golf and despite recent setbacks with her back 
and lockdown, she is never negative and always 
exudes her love for the sport. This is a reflection on 
Lee and the team, and as a school we are very 
grateful for all the time and energy they devote to 
Niamh.” 

SWINDON SCHOOL 
CHAMPS FOR RUGBY 
BOYS 
Mr Hartley reports: “Congratulations to the Year 9 
Boys’ Rugby team who are now the U14 Swindon 
School champions, winning all their matches - 7 out 
of 7!” 



KS4 GIRLS’ BADMINTON 
The KS4 Badminton Team, made up of Lana Gray, 
Lucie Miles, Tia O’Keeffe and Holly Poole won the 
Swindon Schools KS4 competition on Monday 6 
December, beating Ridgeway and RWBA. They will 
represent Swindon in the County Finals in Tidworth 
next March! 

KS4 BOYS’ BADMINTON 
Mr Hartley reports: “Pictured are our KS4 Boys' 
Badminton Team. They completed this term at 
Ridgeway School and although they didn't win they 
played well.” 

NATIONAL DANCE SUCCESS 
FOR ISLA 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o I s l a 
Clements who took part in a 
National Dance championship 
and came first in six dances 
and second in two others. She 
won the Championship overall! 
Outstanding result, Isla! 

YEAR 7 INTERHOUSE CROSS 
COUNTRY 
Mrs Evans reports: “Another glorious, sunny day for 
our interhouse cross country competition. The last, 
but by no means least, group to take to the course 
were the Year 7 A side. Well done to Evie and 
Ashley who were the first girl and boy to finish. 

Mrs Wiltshire and Mrs Harris were gluttons for 
punishment and ran on successive days. Thank you 
to Mrs Harvey-Evers who ran with the students 
too.” 

Gallery here: https://bradonforest.org.uk/news/ 

NORTH WILTS CROSS 
COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Mrs Evans reports: “Well done to all cross country 
team we took to Beversbrooks, Calne for the North 
Wilts XC Champs on Wednesday 17 November. 
Top finishers for the girls were Evie Gunning (Y7) 
and Lexie Usher (Y9). The qualifying Year 7 boys 
were Alex Leak who finished 5th, Dylan Collins, 7th, 
Ashley Mavangira, 9th and the top Y9 boy finisher 
was Max Robinson. 
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U16 GIRLS’ FOOTBALL 
Mrs Evans’ reports: “Our U16 Girls’ Football team 
gave an excellent performance in the English 
Schools’ Cup, beating Melksham Oak 4-3. Player 
of the match was Lani Hunt. This means we are 
through to the last 32 in the country!! Good luck 
to the everyone in the team for the next round 
when they will be playing St Peter's from 
Gloucester.” 

FINLAY 
SCOUTED 
BY WELSH 
FA 
Following Finlay's 
s u c c e s s a t t h e 
Southampton FC 
Academy he was 
s c o u t e d b y t h e 
Welsh FA and invited 
to attend the Wales 
FA training camps for 
the 2021/22 season. 

He attended his first two day camp over half term 
and thoroughly  enjoyed  it. Future training camps 
will be held throughout 2022. 
  
Pictured left is Finlay outside the Welsh 
FA's Dragon Park which is their National Football 
Development Centre. Well done Finlay, we look 
forward to following your football journey! 

BENCH BALL 
Well done to our Year 8 Benchball team who won 
the tournament held at Nova Hreod on Tuesday 7 
December. They won every game and then the 
final. Fabulous achievement!

Cross Country Team
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HOUSE COMPETITION: CHRISTMAS DOORS!

This December, the Heads of House ran a Christmas 
Door Decorating Competition. It was great to see so 
many festive doors around the school as tutor groups 
plus teaching and support staff all got involved. 

Congratulations to Miss Hazell and 7R2 for winning 1st 
place for their wonderful Grinch creation. Miss Gerrish 
and 10B3 came 2nd with their humorous Santa Legs 
effort. Third place went to Mrs Loxton and 9R2 with 
their historic appreciation of the 1914 Christmas truce. 
We would love to see this as an annual competition!

1st2nd

3rd

ART DEPARTMENT CHRISTMAS 
CARD COMPETITION 

Congratulations to Maddison Dyer, Year 7, for winning the 
Bradon Forest Art Department Christmas Card Competition. 
Maddison has won a £10 Amazon voucher. 
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COMING MARCH 2022!


