
BRADON FOREST 
SCHOOL Termly round up

“Welcome to Issue 3 of the Bradon Forest Newsletter celebrating all the wonderful achievements of the 
school community this term. Although we have suffered some disruption from covid, unlike some other 
schools we have been able to stay fully open and continue our excellent offer of extra-curricular activities. 
This newsletter rounds up the variety of exciting things that have been happening and I would like to thank 
the staff that give so freely of their time to ensure these events go ahead. The regular social media feeds 
this term have showcased the brilliant opportunities that Bradon Forest students are offered; if you aren't 
already following us on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram then please do get involved!” Mrs Haines


HEAD STUDENT PICKED FOR UNDER 18 GB ICE HOCKEY TEAM 
One of our Student Leadership Team, Joshua 
Shaw, has been selected for the Great Britain 
U18 ice hockey team. The Year 11 student has 
had to participate in a number of trials since last 
August and the final selection was made in 
January. 


The team will take part in an International 
tournament in Estonia, competing for gold 
against other countries, all hoping to be 
promoted into a higher division. They travel as a 
team to Estonia at the end of March where they 
will be preparing and training for the start of the 
tournament which takes place from the 4 - 9 April.


Joshua’s mum, Emma Shaw, said: “This is a huge achievement for Joshua which he has worked 
very hard for and we are of course very proud of him.” 

Josh is a very motivated student with a very mature work ethic and as a school, we are pleased to 
be able to support him at this crucial time for both his academic and sporting career. Good luck 
Josh!
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https://twitter.com/bradonforestsch
https://www.facebook.com/bradonforestsch
https://www.instagram.com/bradonforestschool/


STUDENTS AID UN RESEARCH 
At the end of January, Year 11 students welcomed former Bradon Forest student Freya Hawkins 
into their Global Citizenship lesson. Freya was carrying out research for the UN Volunteering 
Programme focusing on Climate Change, and specifically how this can impact women. Year 11 
used their recent climate change lessons to engage with the questions they were asked. It was 
fantastic to see them using their knowledge from geography lessons to help with a United 
Nations initiative. 

BEANOLOGY 
Thanks to Lizzie Skinner from Beanology for visiting our school 
at the end of January. Lizzie worked with invited students from 
each year group throughout the day, developing techniques and 
discussing ideas to “help Human Beans rediscover and uncover 
all that makes them shine!” 

The Key Stage 3 group made their own ‘worry monsters’ by 
decorating boxes and naming them so when they have a worry, 
they can write it down and the friendly monster can eat it. Key 
Stage 4 enjoyed making their own Beans out of Fimo and beads. These small beads can be kept 
in pockets, socks, purses etc as a reminder of personal strength, resilience or other attributed 
characteristics. 

Mrs Loxton, who organised the visit, said: “This is such a wonderful opportunity for our students. 
By focusing on a task with their hands, they were able to open up and respond in a different way 
to conversations looking at mental health, positive attitudes and personal resilience. Everyone 
needs some Beanology!”
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https://beanology.co.uk/
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ATHELSTAN YEAR 9 MATHS 
CHALLENGE 

At the end of January, a group of Year 9 students 
from schools across the Athelstan got together in 
Malmesbury for the MAT Year 9 Maths Challenge. 
Students worked in mixed school groups to solve 
some pretty tricky maths problems, ranging from 
cross numbers to tough puzzles.  
  
It was fantastic to see such superb Maths being 
completed with collaboration and enjoyment and to 
hear their positive comments. 
  
We look forward to the remaining Maths Challenges 
for Years 8, 10 and 12 and very much hope that 
these students have such a great day as the Year 
9s 

“I need another puzzle to do!”

“Challenging and I really 
liked meeting new people.”

“An excellent experience.”

YEAR 8 LED ACRYLIC LIGHTS 

Year 8 have been busy “lighting” up their Design and 
Technology lessons by designing and making their very 
own LED mood light. Students used CAD to design their 
Acrylic Top, which was laser cut, they then vacuum 
formed the base using a mould and then soldered a USB 
to an LED strip. Students were allowed to be creative and 
choose their own theme for the light.

More photos can be found on the 
school website here.

https://bradonforest.org.uk/2022/02/17/year-8-led-acrylic-lights-17-2-22/
https://bradonforest.org.uk/2022/02/17/year-8-led-acrylic-lights-17-2-22/
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WILTSHIRE YOUTH 
COUNCIL ELECTION 
RESULTS 

Mrs Clark reports: This term I have had the pleasure of helping four brilliant students run their 
campaigns to be elected as Bradon Forest’s representative for Wiltshire Youth Council. Students 
were informed of the opportunity via their tutors and needed to complete a manifesto to register 
as a potential candidate. After submitting detailed manifestos, our four candidates then 
participated in an online meeting with members of Wiltshire Council to learn more about their 
potential roles and responsibilities and all four were very active in asking questions and finding out 
more about the role. 

After producing their own campaign 
literature (presentations and posters), 
students held a ‘Meet the Candidates’ 
session during their lunch break. This 
gave fellow students the opportunity to 
ask questions and find out more about 
the candidates and what their priorities 
were if elected. Some of the candidates 
made cupcakes and even brought 
mascots with them! Topics discussed 
included the price of food in the 
canteen, promot ion of LGBTQ+ 
inclusivity in school and lots of other 
issues. Students that visited the 
candidates stalls were very encouraged 
by the enthusiasm and determination 
t h a t w a s s h o w n d u r i n g t h e i r 
discussions. Some were quick to make 
their decision, whilst others deliberated 
for longer and weighed up the options; 
it was difficult having to choose 
between four fantastic candidates. 



Finally, election week arrived. All students at Bradon Forest received an electronic link to vote and 
many took the opportunity to participate in the democratic process. A large percentage of our 
student body voted for their preferred candidate and we are extremely pleased to announce Emily 
Marvell, Year 8, as our Wiltshire Youth Council representative. Alongside Emily, Adam Morley will 
make a brilliant deputy. 
  
When asked what their key priorities are in their new positions, Emily stated: “My key priorities are 
preventing unnecessary litter and promoting positive care for the environment, encouraging 
positive behaviour and respect for the school, its learners and staff and encouraging positive 
mental health through developing self-awareness and a can-do attitude.” Similarly, Adam’s 
priorities are to “help people feel happier, safer and more confident at school.” 
  
Both of these students will now attend future Wiltshire Youth Council meetings on behalf of 
Bradon Forest School and will share any feedback or suggestions that they have about how to 
improve life for school children in Wiltshire. They also both have the opportunity to run for Youth 
Parliament, so we may be seeing them in the House of Commons one day! 
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REVISION SPACE 
This term Miss Bate has launched 
Revision Space - a calm space Year 11 
students can use for revising for their 
exams. This is a great opportunity for 
students to get in to the right mindset, 
avoid distractions and embed good 
revision practice.  



               LIBRARY NEWS  

                        EVENT 
Thank you to our fabulous librarians, Mrs Styles and Mrs Bell, for organising our Harry Potter event 
in the library on 3 February. The first Thursday in February is always the Harry Potter Book Night 
and this has been a feature in our school calendar for several years now. 

Students enjoyed lots of wizarding fun and learned more about the world of Harry Potter.  
Congratulations to the Hufflepuff team who won with 38 house points. It was very close with 
Gryffindor on 36, Ravenclaw 35 and Slytherin on 34. 

WILTSHIRE YOUNG FARMERS READING COMPETITION 

Wiltshire Young Farmers Club held their annual Public Speaking competition on 
Sunday 30 January at Seend Community Centre. Bobby Sims, Toby Telling & Holly Drewett 

competed on behalf of Purton & Cricklade YFC against clubs 
from across the County, including Malmesbury, Devizes & 
Chippenham. The team, which was chaired by Holly, read 
extracts from David Walliams “Gangsta Granny Strikes Again”. 

Whilst Holly is Year 6 at St Mary’s Primary School, the team 
thought they would look better if they all wore Bradon Forest 
uniform and Holly very much hopes she will be awarded a place 
with us on national offer day, 1 March 2022.
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EXTRA-
CURRICULAR



OPEN MORNINGS 2022 
MONDAY 7 MARCH 	 9.15AM - 10.30AM 

TUESDAY 8 MARCH 9.15AM - 10.30AM 

Book your FREE place here.

TREE PLANTING BY THE ECO CLUB 
Our Eco Club have been working on a tree 
planting project in terms 1 and 2. They have 
been learning about the importance of trees 
to the environment, particularly for capturing 
carbon emissions and helping to reduce 
global warming and fight against climate 
change. We were lucky enough to be able 
to receive some tree saplings through the 
Woodland Trust. We received sixty trees in 
total, with around thirty being used for a 
Tiny Forest project, which has been planted at the bottom of the sports field. We hope that it will 
improve the area for wildlife, and it has certainly given the students a chance to make a 
difference, work as a team, and learn some new skills. Miss Cole, who together with Mr Bunker 
and Mr Szymanski, organised the project, planted the trees with members of Eco Club from Year 
8 and 9. The remainder of the trees have been planted as part of the hedge behind the Willis 
Block, which is a real haven for birds. Species planted here included Dogwood, Dogrose, Hazel 
and Hawthorn. The Tiny Forest comprises Silver Birch, Rowan and Wild Cherry trees. 

Miss Cole, Eco Club Leader and Head of Humanities said, “We’re so pleased to be able to 
complete this project, and it was lovely to work with such a lovely, enthusiastic group of 
youngsters who made the project a real pleasure! I’d also like to thank the site team for their 
tremendous support in getting the area ready for us. All in all, this was a really super team effort at 
Bradon Forest, and I hope the trees will be enjoyed by everyone, and the wildlife in the area, for 
many years to come.”

ECO NEWS
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MONDAY 
FULLY 

BOOKED!

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/bradon-forest-school-9846205327


HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
Holocaust Memorial Day is an annual event that we always mark in school. This year students heard 
the poem, Auschwitz, by Charles N. Whittaker read by Olivia Coleman. Listen to it here. 

Students and their families were invited to light a candle to remember those who have fallen victim to 
hatred at 8pm on 17 January. “Be a light in the world against Genocide.” 

Students were also invited to paint a stone 
in remembrance of the six million Jewish 
men, women and children murdered in the 
Holocaust and all other victims of Nazi 
persecution. Building on the Jewish 
cus tom o f p l ac i ng a pebb l e on 
headstones when visiting a grave, each 
one a commitment to remember and learn 
from the past. Alternatively they could 
choose to dedicate their stone to those 
murdered in subsequent genocides in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 

On the stone shown, "the flames in the 
dark show the idea of being a light in the 
darkness." Well done Amy-Jo Ray.

HOUSE CHARITY DAY  
A huge thank you to all students and staff who raised money and participated in the house charity 
day at the end of last term. A big thank you to Jenny Haynes who organised and ran a tombola at 
lunch time and a big thank you to Mya Fullarton and Sophie Buss who ran the tuck shop. We 

finished the day with seven incredible performances during 
Bradon’s Got Talent. Judged by Mrs Haines, Mr Dipple and Mr 
Sturla, the finalists wowed the audience with their incredible 
talent and courage to get up on stage and perform. The results 
were as follows: 
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https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/auschwitz-by-charles-n-whittaker/


 
1st Place: Jess Hamer with her performance of the song ‘Burn’ from Hamilton the Musical 
2nd Place: Aaron Notley-Jones playing the guitar (a piece he had written himself) 
3rd Place: Varinia Montisci dancing and performing gymnastics in a Remembrance-dedicated piece 
  
All seven of the finalists were amazing and it was very hard for the 
judges to place our final three. The audience were also very 
enthusiastic and even had opportunity to take part in some karaoke. 
  
As well as the events mentioned, most students raised money for the 
house charities by wearing non-school uniform and donating on 
Parentpay. Some students were feeling particularly festive and were 
given prizes for wearing Christmas jumpers. Special shout out to Mr 
Morris for his fantastic Christmas suit! The Heads of Houses would like 
to thank everybody who contributed to the day. Our house charities 
are listed below and we raised a total of £909.32 throughout the day. 
It is amazing what we can all achieve when we work together! 

Battlewell: Beat Eating Disorders 
Peartree: Doing it for Dan 
Ringsbury: CALM (Swindon Children's Cancer And Leukaemia 
Movement) 

YOUNG INTERPRETERS 
Congratulations to our Young Interpreters 
who have completed their training this term. 
The students volunteered for this role and 
have undergone specific training to prepare 
them to be a Young Interpreter. The support 
they can offer to a newly-arrived student can 
be very reassuring at a time when the fellow 
student they are supporting may be 
adapting to substantial changes. It also 

(Continued on the next page)
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supports school staff in a variety of ways at different points during the school day. 

The scheme was offered to both bilingual and monolingual learners and is very powerful in 
developing empathy amongst English speakers towards some of the challenges and difficulties that 
students new to English may be facing. 

Bilingual students will be using their language skills in a variety of ways to help new arrivals access 
English and feel part of the school. Alongside English-only speakers, they have learnt different 
strategies to clarify, explain and ‘interpret’ a whole range of school activities, systems and 
procedures to new entrants through the medium of student–friendly English where their first 
language isn’t shared by other students or adults. 

Thank you to Languages teachers, Mrs Marsh and Mrs Lister, for providing our students with this 
opportunity. 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE BAKING 
Well done to our Year 10 Food and Nutrition students who were experimenting with cooking 
gingerbread at the end of last term. Thank you to Ms Fennell for this last day surprise of a 
Gingerbread House Baking Competition! All participants received House Points and entry number 
4 was the winner created by Destiny Agyekum and Courtney Riggs. 

Policies - Bradon Forest School
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https://bradonforest.org.uk/policies/


LANGUAGES CHRISTMAS COOK COMPETITION RESULTS 
Over Christmas we challenged our MFL students to a bit of authentic French or German 
Christmas baking and here are our 3 top entries. Congratulations to all of you!  

Johnny A in 8P2 made 
a lovely Bûche de 
Noël.  

Freya C from 7B1 
made these delicious 
looking Lebkuchen 
biscuits. 

Jenny S, also from 
7B1, took us through 
the stages of her 
gluten free Lebkuchen 
biscuits. Mmm lecker! 
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CHRISTMAS CARD 
RECYCLING 
This January, students were asked to bring 
in their Christmas cards for a House 
recycl ing competit ion. Well done to 
Battlewell House for collecting the most!

YEAR 7 SCIENCE MODELS 
7B2 really enjoyed their model cell project.  
Fantastic effort everyone!



STEM AMBASSADOR 
WORKSHOP 
This term students assembled for 
our 1st STEM ambassador lead 
workshop about ‘The Sustainable 
Transport Challenge’. 

The workshop was led by Elliott 
Robinson who works for the 
technology company Siemens. Elliott is a Research and Development Engineering Graduate with 
a wealth of knowledge about programming and how to understand the impact sustainable energy 
resources. We look forward to hearing about their designs! 

P R O T O T Y P E 
CREATION 
Head of Design and 
Technology, Mr Sturla, 
reports: 

“Our Year 10 Students 
are currently doing a 
p r a c t i c e N E A ( n o n -
examination assessment). 
The point of this is to 
focus on specific aspects 
of the NEA. The aim of 
this is to give students 

the confidence and skills before they embark on their real NEA from 1 June.  

The aspect of the NEA is the Prototyping and Modelling stage. Students are using a range of 
modelling materials such as Styrofoam, Card, Wood Dowel etc. They are creating 3D Models to 
make their design ideas become a reality.”  
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FOOD AND NUTRITION CLUB 
This term ten students in Year 8 have been attending a Food and Nutrition Club, running once a 
fortnight, for two hours on a 
Wednesday after school. Each 
session has looked at different 
dishes with an element of 
challenge, to develop students’ 
skil ls and interests in the 
subject. 

Mr Parkes, our Food and 
Nutrition teacher, said, ‘Well 
done to all who attended. Next 
term we look to make even 
more delicious challenging 
dishes!’  

YEAR 9 POP 
ART POP UP 
EXHIBITION 
Year 9 had a very 
interesting Op Art Pop 
Up Art Exhibition! 
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SPORTS NEWS

U16 Wiltshire County Cup ‘last 
16’ Victory 
On 1 February, our U16s girls’ football team 
competed in the Wiltshire County Cup with a 
convincing win against Devizes School winning 
9-0! The goal scorers were Faith Pound (3), 
Nalani Hunt (2), Jess McDonald (1) and Ella-Mae 
Hurst (1 and POM). Captain was Alana Hunt 
who also scored a cracking goal. Great result 
team and a fantastic team performance! 

PLAYSTATION F.C. SCHOOLS’ CUP 
Bradon Forest School was selected to take part in the first ever PlayStation F.C. 

Schools’ Cup FIFA 22 Championship! After receiving a large amount of interest in the competition, 32 
schools from around the country were invited to take part in the inaugural year of the tournament. “We 
were really impressed with your school's passion for gaming and longstanding commitment to the 
PlayStation F.C. Schools' Cup.” 

Fifty six students signed up to compete in a traditional 
tournament competition which started on 17 February in 
the sports pavilion, using equipment donated by 
Playstation for the event. The final will be played after the 
half term  break  and the winner will go on to represent 
Bradon Forest School in the schools' final, details to be 
announced.

Mrs Evans, who has organised the event, said: "This has been a really successful competition. The 
pavilion has been busy every lunchtime with students supporting their friends and it's been a great 
opportunity for students to play against other year groups - a true whole school event! We anticipate a 
nail biting final in March and look forward to announcing the winner next term.”
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COMING MARCH 2022!
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