
BRADON FOREST 
SCHOOL Termly round up

“Our newsletter for Term 4 is a bumper edition that celebrates the varied achievements of the Bradon 
Forest School Community and showcases the fabulous range of talent that our students have. This term, 
staff and students have also shown huge resilience in responding to an unprecedented number of Covid 
cases. I would like to thank all the staff for their dedication and for coping with the increase in workload 
that covering for absent colleagues has brought. Thank you parents for your patience and understanding 
as we dealt with partial closures. Let us hope the Easter holiday is a restful break for all of us!” - Mrs Haines


LILLY ENDICOTT PICKED FOR TEAM GB! 
A huge congratulations to Lilly Endicott for being selected for the GB Ice Hockey Team! 
  
The sport is obviously in the family as we asked Lilly to share her story: "I have been playing since I 
was 7 years old and currently play for numerous teams in various age groups. Watching my older 

brother play inspired me to take up the 
sport. He was also selected for GB U20s. I 
really enjoy the sport and was delighted to 
be selected for GB." 
  
PE Teacher, Mrs Evans, said: "Lilly joined us 
in Year 8 and immediately made an 
impression with her sporting excellence. 
She has represented the school in netball 
and foo tba l l and i s ha rdwork ing , 
enthusiastic and a credit to Bradon Forest. 
Go Lilly!" 
  
It really is inspiring to see a young woman 
succeeding in a tradit ional ly male-
dominated sport and we look forward to 
hearing about her journey! 

Term 4 - April 2022

THE BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR FUTURE



YEAR 7 CASTLE COMPETITION 
This term our Year 7 students were set an optional challenge homework to build a model castle.  
History teacher, Mrs Loxton, was impressed with all the entries received making it a difficult 
decision to pick a final three. Mrs Loxton said she chose these three amazing entries due to their 
detailed design. Congratulations to Sophie G from 7R1, Maddison D from 7P1 and Stanley P 
from 7B2 who each received an Amazon voucher for their hard work.
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Year 10: 
Training Day – 3 April 
Practice – 16 - 17 July 
Qualifier – 24-25 September 

Year 9: 
Training day – 10 September 
Practice – 24-25 September 
Qualifier – 15-16 October

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD - DATES
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ELEVATE REVISION SKILLS 

Year 11 students have been learning new 
revision techniques during a special study skills 
workshop hosted by Elevate. 

Finishing Line 
The end is in sight. The last thing we want now 
is students stressing and forgetting the skills 
they have been taught over the previous few 
years. This seminar is the conclusion of the 
programme, and is designed to reinvigorate 
students as they approach the end of Year 11 or 
13. Students are provided with a clear road map 
for the final few months and practical strategies 
to manage the pressure and stress that comes 
with it! 

Skills Covered 
EXAM FOCUSED STUDY – How to refocus and 
re-engage with the highest yield work, in the 
little time left. 

STRESS AND WELLBEING –  What students can do to avoid burn-out through stress 
management, mindfulness, and wellness strategies in the time they need it most. 

MAXIMISING THE HOLIDAYS – How to maintain work rate to make the most of the holidays and 
the final few weeks. 

Elevate Education is an international provider of study skills workshops to senior school students, 
and has spent more than 17 years benchmarking the habits of the country’s top students. This 
research has identified 17 areas where the habits and study processes of the top students differ 
from middle and lower performing students. Elevate workshops introduce students to these 17 
skills and show them how to adopt them. 

https://uk.elevateeducation.com/home
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BEANOLOGY RETURNS 

We were really excited to have another day working with Lizzie and Beanology. 
Four groups of Year 7 and 8 students took part in an hour session that looked at 
their roots and how to cope with change. They created a tree that identified the 
roots of their support and then added leaves that allowed them to find their “flow” 
This could be playing football, rolling down a hill or drawing. 

We are so happy to have the continued partnership with Beanology and cannot wait for future 
sessions.


Student feedback from the session was:

“I now know it is OK to be nice to myself.”

“I am lucky to have so many roots to keep 
me strong.”

“Be courageous – just have a go – it’s ok 
to fail.”

“Lizzie is crazy and fun and talks about 
what I need to think about.”

“At a time when the world is so uncertain 
it was nice to talk about how to look for 
the good.”

“I am the best me that there is.”

https://beanology.co.uk/


Miss Hall reports: As part of the National Science Week 
theme ‘Growth’, we have been incubating seven Indian 
Runner duck eggs. After 7 days we could ‘candle’ the eggs 
and check if they were developing. 7B2 and the Year 11 
Triple Scientists were able to 
tel l that one egg wasn’t 
fertilised and we discussed 
how t h i s happens . The 
ducklings were due to start 
hatching on Thursday 31 
March and were a day early! 

At the time of ‘going to press’, we have four duckings! The first to hatch was after school - Year 
11 named that one ‘Madge’ before it had hatched but we don’t actually know the gender yet. The 
rest arrived during the evening and into the night of Wednesday 30 March. They spent a very 
sleepy night in the incubator so they could dry off and then the following morning were transferred 
to their little enclosure. 

Miss Hall said, "The students have all been amazing and have really appreciated this opportunity 
to bring Science alive in the classroom. Classes have been respectful and it has proved to be a 
really positive experience, giving us all the opportunity to discuss different topics such as charity 
work and environmental issues, as well as the biology of the process!" 
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SCIENCE 
WEEK 

DUCKLING 
HATCHING



(Continued from page 5) 
The eggs came from a local charity, Hatching 
for Schools Wiltshire. They rescue chickens, 
ducks and other small animals. They are then 
sold on or kept at the family’s own farm. In the 
meantime they will 
go home with Mrs 
Hall so they won’t 
be alone. 
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GRADE 6 DRUMMER 

Year 10 student, Oz Scott, has achieved a 
Distinction in his Grade 6 Drumming exam! 
This is an amazing achievement (as any of 
you who have ever struggled with simply 
tapping your head and rubbing your belly 
will appreciate) and we are all proud of 
him. 
  
Oz would like to study Music production at 
college so will hopefully get involved with 
some more school productions with our 
newly strengthened Music Department. 

https://www.facebook.com/hatchingforschoolswiltshire
https://www.facebook.com/hatchingforschoolswiltshire


UKRAINE RELIEF EFFORTS 
At the start of March we worked with the parent of one of our students, who co-ordinated a 
collection for Ukraine. The products that were sent over for the relief efforts included: nappies, 
socks, T-shirts, tracksuits, sanitary towels, plasters, banners, sweets, dog and cat food, sleeping 

bags, blankets, travel pillows, food.  

Bradon Forest School donated 
sanitary products and first aid 
supplies. 

Thank you to everyone who made a 
contribution to the items that were 
transported to Ukraine; they arrived 
safely on 11 March. 

FRIDAY 1 APRIL 2022: The Wiltshire 
Youth Council organised a dress 
down day for the YOUTH4UKRAINE 
campaign. Students were asked to 
wear yellow and blue and bring in a 
minimum donation of £1. We raised 
over £1300! #feedthepeace
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Islah Cooper, Year 7, 
wrote this beautiful poem 
about Ukraine during the 
Young Writers’ Club with 
Mr Cridge. 

The Horrors of Today  
  
First threats,  
Now reality  
  
Bombs   
Explosions  
  
Every second, another 
child cries in their parents’ 
arms  
Tears glistening in the slight 
light  
Clothes drowning in fright 
from children  
Hearts beating 
expeditiously  
Bodies shaking rapidly   
  

Bombs   
Explosions   
  
Screams  
Cries  
Silence  
Patience   
  
Nervous thoughts travel the 
room  
  
Then,   
More cries  
More screams  
But this time,  
Louder  
  
Bombs   
Explosions   
  
All innocent cries   
  
How could one man have 
this much power?

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/feedthepeace?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX4eVHxOJBcT8pYHhNy_Yq1aM27OxXhFnCrMFLcUOGWozk93IkIkBjf1sh0BoriId_qmGJizkg-zg6Vi7K5Jrtu5srmSTseIm2Rd5r1BJT_4MEDC2JG1hYwIFRRW6PGk_jPkMRm3rhlmy9-Q0NYTjTVl_WkM3j-XGnI8Qqi5fFEXvPw9v6Owf87hsQPIUC9kXc&__tn__=*NK-R


               LIBRARY NEWS  

WORLD BOOK DAY 

BAKE OFF 
Mrs Styles, Bradon Forest Librarian, reports: The quality of the 
cakes entered for the baking competition as part of our World 
Book Day activities was amazing. The effort and professionalism 
was exceptional and made the judging very challenging. Entries 
had to be based on fictional characters or a book. The winning 
entry is the book Hannah’s tutor group are reading as part of their 
tutor time reading scheme: ‘They Both Die At The End’, by Adam 
Silvera. Well done Hannah W from 10P2; your cake looks 
delicious! House points have been awarded to each student who 
took part.  

‘DECORATE A DOOR’ HOUSE 
COMPETITION
Thanks to all the tutor groups who took part in the Decorate a 
Door competition. The effort and imagination was outstanding 
which made it extremely hard to decide the winning tutor group. 
House points have been awarded to each tutor group that took 
part. Well done to the winners, 7B2!

BOOK SWAP
A ‘Great Book Exchange’ was held in the Library. House 
points were awarded to everyone who donated books and 
the students were invited to come and swap their old 
books for a new adventure to read. 
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WORLD BOOK DAY - MFL STYLE 

Mrs Lister reports: On Thursday 3 March the MFL Department embraced World Book Day. Students 
were shown a series of well known book titles in French and German and they had to use their 
linguistic knowledge to decipher them. We then worked on a popular short story to see how much we 
could understand, using both visual and linguistic clues. In French we explored “La Chenille qui fait 
des trous” (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) and in German we looked at “Der Maulwurf, der wissen wollte, 
wer ihm auf den Kopf gemacht hat” (The Story of the Little Mole who went in search of Whodunit). 

Students were pleasantly surprised by how much they could understand and we discussed how 
beneficial it was to read in a foreign language to develop linguistic and grammatical knowledge. My 
French class enjoyed looking at a selection of books I had bought in ranging from Peppa Pig in French 
to Le garçon en Pyjamas Rayé (The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas) to see how many key words they 
could recognise. To complete our session, students were provided with a guided structure, to write a 
review about their favourite book. 
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GLOBAL RECYCLING DAY 

Friday 18 March was Global Recycling Day and we 
acknowledged the day with a variety of different activities. Ten 
students from Years 8 and 10 offered to help run a few stalls 
in the hall at lunchtime. The aim was to raise awareness of 
how important recycling is, to remind students and staff to 
recycle and to have some fun. They sold pencils, badges, and 
keyrings and a lot of students took part the in various 
competitions we had going on. 

Mrs Elias's tutor group won the stationery competition. 
Pencils, house points and a certificate are on the way! Miss 
Verlander won the Milk Bottle competition and will be getting 
a t-shirt. There were 122 tops in the bottle - Miss V guessed 
125!   Josiah H and Freya C won the Sock Monster 
competition and have already collected their prizes (a t-shirt 
and Unicorn crafting kits). 
  
We still have keyrings and badges available for 50p each. Students should see Miss Fennell if 
they would like to buy one.

ECO NEWS
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CAREERS FAIR 2022  

After a two year wait due to Covid, we were pleased to be able to run the whole school careers fair 
for our students this March. It was fantastic to see the gallery buzzing once again with many local 
experts inspiring and guiding our students in all things careers and post-16. 
  
The feedback we received from our visitors has been positive and encouraging.   Our students 
should be very proud of how they conducted themselves, asking relevant questions and getting 
involved.    
  
We would like to thank our visitors for taking the time to speak with our students and to all staff 
who played a part in making this event a success! 
  
THANK YOU! 
Mrs McGovern and Mr Bray 
 

  

Visitors comments: 
‘Good student interaction’ 
‘Polite and enthusiastic students’ 
‘Enthused and polite students, we were very impressed’ 
‘Young people very engaged, asked really good questions Visitors comments: 
‘Good student interaction’ 
‘Polite and enthusiastic students’ 
‘Enthused and polite students, we were very impressed’ 
‘Young people very engaged, asked really good questions‘Good student interaction’ 
‘Polite and enthusiastic students’ 
‘Enthused and polite students, we were very impressed’ 
‘Young people very engaged, asked really good questions’‘Good student interaction’ 
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Policies - Bradon Forest School
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“Polite and enthusiastic students”

“Enthused and polite students, 
we were very impressed”

“Young people 
very engaged, 

asked really good 
questions”

“Good student interaction”

NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE VISIT YEAR 11 
Thanks to Louis from NCS for visiting the school to speak with Year 11 students about this 
fantastic opportunity when they have finished their exams. More than 30 of our students have 

already signed up! Summer ‘22 lasts two 
weeks. In the first week, during the Be Epic 
and Live Life phases, students come 
together as a team and learn new life skills, 
whilst staying away from home for four nights 
and five days. The second week will be the 
Do Good and Go Party phases, where they’ll 
carry out and celebrate the social action 
project their team design and deliver to their 
community. https://wearencs.com

https://wearencs.com
https://bradonforest.org.uk/policies/


MATHS ENRICHMENT  

Earlier this term, Ms Bacmaga, our trainee Maths teacher, took a 
group of eleven Year 10 students to the Athelstan Trust Maths 
Enrichment event at Sir William Romney’s School. The event 
consisted of a team competition testing students’ understanding of 
specific topics and opportunities to find out about the different 
routes available in maths after GCSE. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed the day, finding out about the 
different paths they can take within mathematics after school, 
including three different options at sixth form or college (A-level 
Mathematics, A-level Further Mathematics and AS-level Core 
Mathematics), as well as different careers that lead from taking 
mathematics further. It was fascinating to see how maths is not 
always the obvious subject required when applying for different 
courses at university however it is hidden in the most surprising of 
places! For example, students witnessed how advanced 
knowledge of mathematics can create an animation. 

All the students involved were passionate about maths which was 
an amazing environment to be in. Students described the day as 
enjoyable, challenging, and informative and all have come back 
feeling inspired. 

Example question from a relay round: 
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CYBER SECURITY ROADSHOW 

Thank you to Cyber Security expert, Simon Lambe from Mishcon de Reya law firm, who visited 
the school on Thursday 31 March to present a roadshow to Year 10 and 11 Computer Science 
students. The session looked at: 

• What does the head of cyber security do? 
• What motivates hackers? 
• How can we reduce the risk of an attack? 
• What is the attack kill chain? 
• How easily personal data can be accessed online? 

Mr Campbell, Computing Subject Leader, said: “Thank you to Simon for taking the time to come in 
and share his expertise with the students. They particularly enjoyed the live demonstration!” 

RED NOSE DAY 

We were blessed with sunshine for our lunchtime fun run on Friday 18 March which raised a total 
of £227.54. 
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THE ADDAMS FAMILY - A WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Our Music and Drama Departments came together for this 
amazing whole school musical which brought the beloved 
quirky Addams Family from screen to stage! 

The Addams Family is a comical feast that embraces the 
wackiness in every family, features an original story and it’s 
every father’s nightmare: Wednesday Addams, the ultimate 
princess of darkness, has grown up and fallen in love with a 
sweet, smart young man from a respectable family - a man her 
parents have never met. And if that wasn’t upsetting enough, 
Wednesday confides in her father and begs him not to tell her 
mother. Now, Gomez Addams must do something he’s never 
done before - keep a secret from his beloved wife, Morticia. 
Everything will change for the whole family on the fateful night 
they host a dinner for Wednesday’s ‘normal’ boyfriend and his 
parents.  
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“Personally, I really enjoyed the play. I loved it because 
the other students treated me in a kind-mannered way. 
(Even though I’m a year 7) This made me feel happy 
and less shy. The teachers were fantastic, they came to 
every rehearsal, they were supportive, and they never 
got angry. Even though the play is over, I now feel more 
comfortable around some of the older years and it has 
helped me realised that school is a safe environment.” - 
Evan Leak, Year 7 

“When I auditioned, I felt really excited and nervous 
because of how many people were there. I was nervous 
because there were a lot of older people and I was excited 
because I love to perform. When I found out I got a part I 
felt overjoyed, it was also nice to find out my friends got 
parts too. I was happy to find out that the part I had was 
given to me because it was an easy, small part. I enjoyed 
doing extra sessions and coming in to school was fun. I got 
to spend extra time with my friends! I really enjoyed 
performing to an audience, especially to my mum and nan. 
On the last performance, it was really sad because we 

didn't want it to end. My favourite thing about the 
Addams Family was meeting new people and how it all 
came together. I wouldn’t have changed anything about 
it as it couldn’t have been better!” - Elise Keevil, Year 8 
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SPORTS NEWS

6-A-SIDE FOOTBALL 
Congratulations to our Year 8, 6-a-side girls' football team (pictured left) who came 6th  in a schools' 
tournament this term at Dorcan. Player of the Match was Flo D. 

Well done to our Year 9, 6 a side team (pictured right), captained by Esmae C, who came joint third in 
a tournament on Thursday 3 March. Players of the Match, Lily E and Ellie S 

U16 FOOTBALL COUNTY 
CUP QUARTER FINAL 
WIN! 
Congratulations to the U16 Football 
Team who beat Wyvern St Edmunds 3-1 
last week and are now through to the 
semi finals of the County Cup! POM was 
Nalani H who also scored two goals. 
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SPORTS NEWS

YEAR 7 BASKETBALL SUCCESS 
Fantastic work from Year 7 A and B girls teams 
winning an interschools tournament held at Great 
Western Academy. Captains and Players of the Match 
were Eve M and Kayleigh C. 

YEAR 10/11 FOOTBALL 
TOURNAMENT 
Excellent results from our Year 10/11 football team 
who played in a tournament at Dorcan on Thursday 
10 March. We played Dorcan first and narrowly lost 
1-0, then beat Great Western Academy 2-0, both 
goals were scored by Jess. We then won 4-1 against 
Commonweal. Goal scorers were Jess (2), Emily and 
Yumeka. Player of the tournament was Jess M. Full 
team line up: Jess M, Gracie W, Ciara N, Lauren A, Tia 
O, Scarlett G, Yumeka O, Emily G. 

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 
Brilliant work from our two Year 7 teams who took part 
in a mini football tournament held at Dorcan Academy 
just before the half term break. The team standing at 
the back of this photo won the competition! 
Congratulations to Ava R, team captain, and Player of 
the Tournament, Eve M, who was the top goal scorer 
in the tournament! 
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SPORTS NEWS

PRIMARY GYMNASTICS 
FESTIVAL 
It was lovely to have children from St 
Mary's, Longleaze, Broad Hinton and 
Broad Town primary schools visit on 
Thursday 17 March to take part in our 
primary gym festival. Thank you to our 
students who were assisting. 

BADMINTON COUNTY FINAL 
We are very proud to announce that our Key 
Stage 4 Girls’ Badminton Team came 3rd in the 
County after the finals competition was played on 
Wednesday 2 March at Tidworth. Congratulations 
to Year 11 students Tia O, Lana G, Lucie M and 
Molly P. 

PLAYSTATION F.C. SCHOOLS’ CUP 
Congratulations to our FIFA Playstation Schools’ Tournament 
champion, Leo R, from Year 10.  Leo played Reece B in the final beating 
him 3-1.  Leo will now represent Bradon Forest in the Playstation Finals in 
May! 

We have our Year 11 FIFA champion, Ioan W (pictured on page 20). He 
beat Max W in a close final (continued next page). 
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SPORTS NEWS

NB. We had to run the Year 11 competition separately as the school 
champion will have a day off school in May to attend the national 
finals - right in GCSE time! 

YEAR 7 PARKOUR 

Year 7 girls enjoyed the Parkour session in PE this week. Loving the 
commitment of those jumps!   

HOCKEY UMPIRE 

Congratulations to Jack Tovey, Year 10, who is on the Young Umpires 
Programme for the West Region and England Hockey. Jack umpired 
at the National Competition Finals in Nottingham on Monday 21 
March 2022. Following his success he has been asked to umpire on 
the 3 April at Cambridge University for the England Hockey Finals!  

Jack currently plays for Wiltshire hockey as goalkeeper. This year 
alone he has had been offered a place with North Wilts, Lansdown, 
Swindon and Gloucester clubs. He is currently playing for Cirencester 
mens. Great work, Jack!
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