[image: A close-up of a logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
June 2025
Dear Parent/Carer, 
World Challenge Borneo Trip 2027
I am extremely excited to launch our next World Challenge trip for 2027 to current Year 7 and Year 8 students. At Bradon Forest we have a long-term partnership with World Challenge, an organisation that facilitates life changing expeditions for young people, visiting parts of the world that few have the privilege to see and experience. For our 2027 offer, we have chosen to visit Borneo. This destination conjures up images of lush green rainforests, tropical fruits and or course, Orangutans! Never has the importance of our natural world been so crucial for the future of our planet and Borneo encapsulates so much of what makes our living world such a majestic place. I have placed a brief itinerary below for the trip. 
Day 1: Arrive in Sandakan. The group will set about exchanging their team budget into local currency and obtaining some essential supplies. 
Days 2 and 3: Orangutans and Sun Bears. Inevitably the highlight of this trip for so many students will be the wildlife. We will visit the Sepilok Orangutang Rehabilitation Centre as well as the Borneo Sun Bear Conservation Centre. There will be opportunities to get involved with feeding times and to see these magnificent but endangered animals up close. 
Days 4-8: Community Initiative where the team will contribute to local projects which aim to promote sustainable living and preserving local traditions. This is a fantastic project to include on a young person’s CV to make them stand out at university or for job interviews. 
Days 9-11: Jungle Immersion activities will allow the team to learn about the rainforest ecosystem and benefit from the knowledge of local people. Students have the chance to appreciate first hand why planet Earth is dependent on these mighty but fragile ecosystems. Our time in the jungle will involve some treks through the rainforest, making cups from bamboo and making our own dinner with locally sources products. On day 11 we finish the immersion experience by heading to a local beach for a team meal – here we will be treated to sublime sunset views overlooking the ocean. 
Days 12-13: After spending time taking in the beauty of Borneo’s natural ecosystems, we will head to Kota Kinabalu, a vibrant city where we will see important landmarks, one of which will be the floating Mosque. We also have time on these days for the team to decide on optional activities such as visiting coral reefs or snorkelling (subject to risk assessment). 
Day 14: Travel home for Kota Kinabalu. Students will certainly need to take some time on the flight home to absorb all the experiences they have experienced! 

Key Upcoming Dates: 
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th July - Mr Kershaw will be joined by Michael from World Challenge for a launch assembly. 
Monday 14th July - Parent Presentation (Online) 6PM. Michael from World Challenge will provide parents/carers with an insight into the trip and what World Challenge stand for. The meeting link will be sent out closer to the time either from myself via school comms or from Michael at World Challenge. Once this meeting is concluded the window for signing up for the trip will open via the World Challenge Portal – Michael will provide details on signing up for this. 
1st August – The application deadline will initially be August 1st. We can be flexible if places are still available. 
Trip Leader:
The trip will be led by Mr Kershaw (Assistant Headteacher). I am an experienced geography teacher with significant travelling experience. I have visited 33 countries across 5 continents, and I am thrilled to be able to offer students the chance to share my love for the world in which we live. In 2025 I am leading a World Challenge trip to Morocco, as well as a 2025 expedition to eSwatini and South Africa. This trip is for a more extended period of time, and I also appreciate it is to a location many might not have visited. It is therefore essential that you have the reassurance of my experience. 
Payment: 
As you can appreciate, long haul trips for longer durations tend to be more expensive. The estimated cost is around £4250. I would however point out that one of the key components of World Challenge is that students fundraise as much as they can themselves. I do appreciate that even with fundraising parents/carers will make significant contributions. I am launching this trip now to give as much time as possible to make payments. World Challenge are excellent at proving a range of payment options including to make smaller, more regular payments or larger payments less frequently. This is all completed through the World Challenge portal. 
Attendance
Attendance at school is very important. It is an indicator of a students’ level of well-being and ability to take part in school activities. We would expect that students taking part in this visit will demonstrate good attendance through the next academic year. 




Behaviour
Residential trips require students to demonstrate responsible and acceptable behaviour. The success of these visits is based on trust. To this end, we would ask that you kindly observe the following proviso: * The school reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place on the trip should a student’s behaviour be cause for concern over their ability to participate in a responsible and acceptable manner. The school also reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place on the trip if there are concerns about health and safety*.

If your child is interested in attending this trip, please do attend the information evening held online for parents/carers. I will be in Morocco at this time but my contact at World Challenge will be leading this session. I do hope your child would like to travel to Borneo and wants to take part. It will truly be an unforgettable experience. 
Kind Regards, 

Josh Kershaw
Assistant Headteacher 
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