
BRADON FOREST SCHOOL

WELCOME YEAR 7


At the start of this term we welcomed 
our new Year 7 cohort, who have all 
settled in to Bradon Forest well, 
earning almost 9000 House Points 
already! Thank you to all our Peer 
Mentors who helped support the 
younger year group, especially those 
with expected ‘new school’ nerves. 


We then had the pleasure of hosting our annual Grandparent's 
Coffee Morning for Year 7 to book-end the term. This is a lovely 
opportunity for family members to visit the school, with Year 7 
students sharing their first term's achievements with over 115 
Grandparents! After joining the end of term Celebration Assembly, 
our guests were shown round the school by their grandchildren 
before being brought back to the main hall to share tea, cake and 
conversation.


"I just wanted to let you know how much I enjoyed Friday morning 
and to thank you and your staff for providing such an opportunity.  I 
was impressed at the assembly presentations by the generosity of 
all the children in their congratulation of the winners. My grandson 
was so pleased to see me there and I loved being shown around 
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and filled in with details of his school life, he was very good 
at it! It was all very impressive, how lucky those children are 
to have such facilities. And then coffee, cake and 
conversation with other grandparents! It takes a village to 
raise a child and it is so good to know that our grandson's 
school is welcoming to and appreciative of the extended 
family. Thank you so much!”


"This morning we attended the Grandparents Coffee 
Morning. We will be grateful if you can pass our 'Thank You' 
on to all those who arranged and took part in this really lovely event. It was great to have the 
opportunity to experience the things that our grand-daughter tells us about. We also found the 
genuine feeling of wellbeing for the youngsters in your care to be very reassuring.”


Thank you to Mrs Rainbow and Mrs Lanphier for organising and to Mrs Elias for donating some of the 
plants that were given away as keepsakes.


NEW SCHOOL MURAL


Mr March-Harry reports on our wonderful new school mural: 
Celebrating the Spirit of Bradon Forest School Through Art. 
“What began as a project to showcase the creativity of our 
Visual and Performing Arts department quickly grew into 
something much bigger. Working closely with our students, we 
developed the initial designs and inspirations for a mural that 
would capture the heart of Bradon Forest School.


As the ideas took shape, it became clear that other 
subjects wanted to be part of the story too. Our 
vision expanded to include a celebration of all 
areas of school life from academic subjects and 
our three school houses to the wide range of extra-
curricular activities our students enjoy. The result is 
a vibrant, collaborative artwork that reflects the 
talent, energy, and community spirit that make 
Bradon Forest School so special.”


Every student matters, every moment counts



YEAR 7 ART


We wanted to share this amazing artwork from 
Alfie MT, 7R2, who won Star of the Week earlier in 
the term. We love the colours and the detail. Well 
done to Year 7 students, Thomas N and Aren S, 
who were also nominated by tutors.


DRAMA CLUB VISITOR


Miss Piesse reports: “Our Key Stage 3 Drama Club had a 
great visitor from the local theatre company ‘Quirky Bird’. 
Anna ran some games and workshops with the students, 
which they all loved, and told us all about her company and 
the amazing work they do locally in Purton! If you would like 
anymore information on this wonderful theatre company 
and all the great things they do, please come and see me. 
We look forward to welcoming Anna back for more fun and 
improv!”


DYSLEXIA AWARENESS WEEK


Mrs Clark reports: "A huge thank you to Matt Carter 
from the OpenWork Partnership for delivering 
assemblies celebrating "Dyslexia Awareness Week". 
Matt, a former Bradon Forest student, raised 
awareness on what dyslexia is and the struggles that 
students with dyslexia may have. He also stressed the 
strengths and power of dyslexic thinking and asking 
yourself "why not?" when faced with challenges. Matt 
described his own journey from school to the 
workplace with dyslexia and encouraged students to 

keep speaking up until they find a way of working that 
works for them. As stated on our School Charter, it's important that we celebrate and 
represent all identities and abilities in all aspects of school life.”
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EDuGIFT DONATIONS SUPPORTING 
SCHOOL LIFE


Thank you to the generous parents of one of our ex-Year 11 
students for donating a brand new picnic bench for outside The 
Hub. Your support is greatly appreciated and will make a 
meaningful difference to our school community!


This item was selected from our EDuGIFT 
wish list - a great initiative to make it easy 
for parents and the community to support 
local schools. We have added a recent 
plea for any unwanted boxes of lego, so if 
you have any collecting dust at home, we 
can definitely make use of it!

https://edugift.co.uk


SCOUTING ACHIEVEMENT


On Sunday 5 October, Year 8 student Ted M led the 
scouting movement (Scouts, Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows) into St Mary’s Church, Purton, for their 
harvest festival service leading with confidence and 
pride. Well done, Ted!


Every student matters, every moment counts

https://edugift.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN0I5VTQycmhpYkxCRkdVVQEeQ1HA5XN9Ozxd3-snDd87Fb5djFbOOafdOJ_hx22oC9msnwu1H4kBUEhvF04_aem_lKPz3bms0nXVHTpUZw7ojQ


EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES


Mrs Marsh reports: "Our amazing MFL department celebrated the 
European Day of Languages with a burst of colour, culture, and 
creativity! This year’s theme is: 'Languages Open Hearts and 
Minds' – and we couldn’t agree more! To celebrate, we invited all 
students to take part in our fun competitions and activities that 
showcase the power of languages to connect us across borders 
and cultures. Let’s recognise the value of learning languages – not 
just as a skill, but as a way to understand different perspectives, 
cultures, and communities.”


WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY


Sports Leaders Julia S and Lola T report: "On World Mental Health Day (10 
October), the PE Department held a fundraiser sports event. The challenge 
was to take five basketball 
shots and football goals and 
try to score as high as 
possible in darts. Many 
students turned up and 
enjoyed the event. They 

were supervised by our PE staff and amazing sports 
leaders. The overall winner was Ted M in Year 8! 
Runner Up was Owen F. Well done everyone, we 
raised over £100!”
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH


The library kicked off October with a celebration of Black History 
Month, showcasing a wide range of high quality non-fiction titles 
focusing on Black history, nationally and around the world. They 
also featured some excellent works of fiction by celebrated Black 
authors, including Sharna Jackson (very popular with our KS3 
students) and Dean Atta (targeted at KS4 readers).


The History department continued to raise awareness with the 
honour of delivering the Black History Month 2025 assemblies. 
Mrs Loxton reports: "The theme this year is standing strong in power and pride. We looked at 3 key 
characteristics of people who are role models to us all. Baroness Doreen Lawrence demonstrates 
resilience in the face of anger, Johnson Beharry demonstrates strength in the face of unbelievable fear 

and Olive Morris demonstrated in her short life the 
courage to never give up even in the face of 
discrimination. We wanted to demonstrate the 
underlying vision that Black history is not separate 
from British history so the assembly also showed 
influential black British people from over history 
and the modern day whose work has made our 
lives richer and fuller.  Our final inspiration was the 
Forbes magazine 2025 most influential black 

person in the UK - Dean Forbes. His story from homeless teenager to CEO of a tech company shows 
us how resilience, strength and the courage to carry on can still take you to great places. The history 
department laid down a challenge to all year groups to use these people as role models and make the 
world a better place.”


Assemblies are an important part of our school week, 
with each year group coming together for one morning 
each week. We have a varied rota across each term 
which includes topics covered by Heads of Year, Senior 
Leaders, guest speakers and special House assemblies. 
This term we encouraged students to get involved in the 
myriad opportunities on offer at Bradon, as well as 
discussing Dyslexia Awareness Week and Black History 
Month.
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OWEN'S WORLD


Ms Maposa reports: "We were proud to welcome 
Owen’s World to Bradon Forest for powerful 
workshops with Years 8–11. Students showed 

great maturity, respect, and curiosity - asking 
thoughtful questions and engaging deeply with the topic of knife 
crime and personal safety. Thank you to the team at Owen’s World 
and to our staff for supporting these sessions.” For more information 
see: https://www.owensworldfoundation.co.uk/


YEAR 8 TALENT


Well, if the supermarkets have their Christmas stock in, surely it's ok for 
us to share this beautiful tree made by Year 8 student, Liam E! Liam is 
very handy with a lathe, as we've previously shared. We are very 
impressed with the intricacy of his latest creation. Wouldn't it be great 
to see some of these in the Christmas Fair?


YEAR 11 DRAMA 
REVISION


Thank you to Miss Piesse for sharing this 
lovely photo: "I had the loveliest revision 
session with the Year 11 GCSE Drama 
cohort after school - they all brought in 
biscuits, and we had many (too many!) 
cups of tea and got into some really 
hardcore revision. It was just 
such a lovely team atmosphere 
and the students loved it!"


Every student matters, every moment counts

https://www.owensworldfoundation.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExN0I5VTQycmhpYkxCRkdVVQEeQF4F_OpTHWC4NGWQEj86WMjKfn9mRGV-OOknzGdrRAUupiphUuTVDem3wLE_aem_C97QTCkal6wADGR28GTtQA


KEY STAGE 3 AWARDS EVENING


Ms Maposa reports: “At the end of term we came together to celebrate the 
achievements of our Key Stage 3 students - a real highlight of the school 
year. From academic progress to contributions beyond the classroom, it 
was a fantastic evening recognising the hard work and talent of our young 
people.


Special congratulations to:

Alfie R (Year 10)  – awarded the Community Award  for his outstanding 
commitment to helping others.

Owen B (Year 10) – recipient of the Headteacher Award  for his exceptional 
leadership and dedication.


A huge well done to all our award winners — we’re proud of every one of 
you! More information about our rewards can be found here: https://
bradonforest.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/8/book.html


YEAR 11 PROM COMMITTEE FUNDRAISING


Mrs Lister reports: "On Monday 21 October, the Year 11 Prom Committee held 
their first fundraising event in the form of a Halloween Cake Bake at lunchtime in the hall. Students 
made some delicious bakes including red coloured rice crispy squares, skeleton gingerbread men, 
pumpkin donuts and puff pastry pumpkins filled with Biscoff and Nutella. There was a real buzz in the 
hall and the event proved to be incredibly popular, with students raising an impressive £115. Thank 
you to all students who helped this event to be such a success with not only your wonderful baking 
efforts but the time you gave.” 


Every student matters, every moment counts

https://bradonforest.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/8/book.html
https://bradonforest.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/8/book.html


ART CLUB


Mrs Holmes reports: “We have had fantastic attendance at our Art clubs this term with attendance 
averaging 25-30 students at each lunchtime activity! Congratulations to the Year 7 Art club who have 
produced Poppy wreaths for Mrs Loxton's Remembrance day display and clay Halloween pumpkins 
and figures to take home.


Our Year 10 club on a Tuesday night has had great response with students either completing 
coursework or trying out some painting exercises. Year 9 Art club on a Tuesday and Thursday 
lunchtime are completing the work towards the 'Environment' exhibition at North Swindon Library on 
the 1 December. It’s been fantastic to see so many artists taking part in our activities!”


Every student matters, every moment counts



BOOKOPOLY

Mrs Sirrelle reports: "Bookopoly is 
well under way now, with over 50 
books read by our students, and 
many spot prizes won already. With 
new squares for 2025, a newly 
restocked Community Chest and 
plenty of prizes up for grabs, this is 
the competition to get involved in. 
Each square will give you a different 
book subject and you'll earn points 
as you move around the board. Play to win, compete against your friends, or simply enjoy the 
game as a way to broaden your reading choices. The game ends on 8 January 2026 and is open 
to Year 9, 10 and 11 students. Years 7 and 8 will have their own competition later in the school 
year! We are seeing some fantastic book reviews coming in, and are loving the reading 
recommendations students are swapping among themselves. We've 
also had students reading scripts, song lyrics and poetry for our 
Alternative Reads section - we're so impressed by their creativity. Well 
done to everyone involved - keep up the super work!


BOOK BISTRO, YEAR 10

We started the school year strong with our Year 10 Book Bistro 
sessions, where we invited our older students to explore lots of the 
amazing Key Stage 4 books that have 
been purchased over the past year. 
Students have been surprised to find 
popular titles they've heard of from 
TikTok, and even seen on TV. We have 
also featured books from local authors 
who have visited our school recently, in 
addition to a wide variety of genres.


LIBRARY NEWS
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BOOKBUZZ - YEAR 7 & SELECTED YEAR 8

We are delighted to be running our popular Bookbuzz offer 
for our new Year 7 students again this year. As part of their 
English lessons, Year 7 classes visited the library to take 
part in their very own 'book tasting' session. After they have 
had the opportunity to investigate a variety of book genres, 
styles and authors, students were given the opportunity to 
choose their favourite, which Bradon Forest Library have 

bought for them, to have their own copy to keep! This is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
be able to explore books they wouldn't necessarily pick off the shelves, while encouraging their 
personal preferences and independence. Research into reading for pleasure at school age shows 
that young people are far more likely to enjoy reading when they are able to choose a book for 
themselves, and we love being able to offer our students this opportunity. This year's titles have 
included graphic novels, non-fiction, dyslexia friendly books and a wonderful array of stories 
covering a variety of writing styles and genres. The most popular book this year has been The 
Nine Night Mystery by celebrated author, Sharna Jackson.


HARRY POTTER BOOK DAY

To celebrate Harry Potter Book Day 2025, we held a HP themed quiz in the Library on Thursday 9 
October. Teams of 4 competed in four rounds around the theme 'Songs and Spells', with some 
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magical treats and photo 
opportunities in between. 
Against nine other teams, 
our English staff did a 
pretty great job on the day 
with a very reasonable 
score of 34 points, but 
were beaten by the impressive winning score of 37 and ½ points from team 'Burn Dumbledore', 
made up of Phoebe (one of last year's reigning champions), Eva, Tabitha and Penny. Well done 
and congratulations to all of our students and staff who took part.


STUDENT LIBRARIANS

We are thrilled to be offering the opportunity for a new batch of students to become Student 
Librarians. Applications have already been flying in, and we look forward to starting our official 
training next term. Student Librarians are essential to the successful running of our school library - 
not only are they fundamental in ensuring books are looked after and shelved correctly, they are 
key to providing their opinions on all of our new library purchases, making sure that student voice 
is at the heart of our library. They’ve already had the opportunity to assess a box of new books 
before deciding whether to purchase for the library - one of 
our favourite things to do!


PRE LOVED BOOK SALE

Finally, we would like to say an enormous thank you to all of 
the students and staff who supported our recent Pre-loved 
Book Sale. We are thrilled to announce that we have raised 
a staggering £123 to spend on new books for the library. 
Thank you again to everyone who visited the library to buy 
books from the sale, and to everyone who has donated 
books to the library over the past year - we could not do it 
without your help!”
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PROGRESSION EVENING


Mrs McGovern reports: "A huge thank you to all our Year 11 
students and families for attending our Progression Evening this 
term. Bradon Forest hosted further education experts, local 
colleges, sixth form offers, apprenticeship providers and higher 
education experts.  It was great to see all our visiting stands so 
busy with questions and interest from our keen students.


The talks were well attended and included presentations from 
Malmesbury Sixth Form, Cirencester College and New College 
apprenticeships. We would like to extend our thanks to all our 
visitors who took the time to share their expertise with our 
students and families. We hope everyone found the event useful 
and informative. If students require any further information or 
have any questions about their post-16 options, please contact 
me: dmcgovern@bradonforest.wilts.sch.uk”


The careers team are now busy preparing for the Year 10 
Mock Interviews on Wednesday 26 November.

CAREERS NEWS
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MIDWEEK SHOUT OUTS


Our ‘midweek shout outs’ have 
c o n t i n u e d t h i s t e r m . 
Congratulations to all the students 
who have earned themselves a 
certificate and chocolate bar in 
recognition of their continued effort 
in school.


BRADON BONUS


Staff are issuing Bradon Bonus 
raffle tickets for students who demonstrate respectful behaviour around the school to post in the 
box - every week we will draw a winner for a prize! Fore more information about our Rewards 
programme, see our website.

REWARDS NEWS
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https://bradonforest.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/8/book.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawNlsP5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE3QjlVNDJyaGliTEJGR1VVAR4n2jNMvtDzIsq9gi_ze455rw4Dp5UXPye328FuXpWS5Og3MQ51tHOI5tf8qw_aem_NP9cpBmz3ZbZKwDA76Eeaw
https://bradonforest.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/8/book.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawNlsP5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE3QjlVNDJyaGliTEJGR1VVAR4n2jNMvtDzIsq9gi_ze455rw4Dp5UXPye328FuXpWS5Og3MQ51tHOI5tf8qw_aem_NP9cpBmz3ZbZKwDA76Eeaw


AFTER SCHOOL CLUB SUCCESS

Mrs Wilson, Mrs Evans and Ms Carreiro report: "Over 300 
students have attended WHOOSH clubs in the first 2 weeks 
offterm! Key Stage 3 drama is currently the most popular lunch 
time club, with girls netball most popular after-school. It's great to 
see that effort translate to a win for the Year 7 netball team. They 
won their first game of the season 6-1 against Highworth 
Warneford. POM went to Hannah M for fantastic shooting.


The U16 also started the netball season with a good win over 
Warneford School, 26-13. The squad's versatility proved 
beneficial, especially in the centre court, with the ball being played 
up court with precision and accuracy. The shooters worked well 
together with Scarlett M, gaining a well-deserved POM, and in the 
defensive circle, the girls put great pressure on the Warneford 
shooters. A great first win. Well done girls!


The Year 9 netball team also 
played Warneford at the start of term and opened the season with 
a convincing win 28-0. POM Lola T shot beautifully with the whole 
squad playing some fluent netball. Well done to the Warneford 
team, who demonstrated great spirit and never gave up.


More great news from last night's 
netball fixtures as Miss Carreiro 
reports: "The Year 8 netball team 
had a great opening game against 
Highworth Warneford winning by 8/1. It was a fantastic team 
effort. POM – Maisie M.


SPORTS NEWS
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NETBALL TOURNAMENTS

Well done to the Year 8s in the Swindon Schools Netball 
tournament. Formidable play saw the girls win 3 games in the 
group stages, against Abbey Park, Ridgeway Raiders, and 
RWBA. Going through to 3rd/4th play-offs saw a narrow loss 
meaning they came 4th in Swindon out of 10 schools attending. 
Well done girls!


U16 v RWBA league match. Girls played some excellent netball 
against very strong opposition and came away winners 26-9. 
POM Chelsey A.” The U14 v RWBA league match saw a very 
strong team performance on display with POM going to Lola T. 
Final score 15-10 to Bradon.


On 8 October, the Under 14 Bradon netball team took part in 
the Swindon Schools Netball Competition at Dorcan. Captained 
by Brooke B, the girls made a terrific start, winning all of their 
pool games whilst only conceding 7 goals! POM's were 
awarded to Kelsey H, Paris F, and Brooke B. They then played 
Ridgeway in the semis but unfortunately were outplayed by a 
very well drilled team. The squad had to bounce back to play a 
3rd/4th play-off match against The Deanery, who they had 
narrowly beat in the group stages, but this time won 6-2. A 
massive well done to the whole squad who finished a very 
commendable 3rd out of all the Swindon Schools. Great work: 
Paris F, Jess C, Phoebe M, Maddie F, Alyssa C, Immy B, Brooke 
B, and Kelsey H. Finally, thanks to Layla H, who umpired all the 
matches superbly for us.


At the end of term, the Year 7 netball team took part in the Swindon Schools Netball Tournament. 
Captained superbly by Ayla K, the team won 3 of their 4 pool matches, conceding only 5 goals. 
They then played Commonweal for 3rd/4th position and won 3-1 so finished the tournament in 
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3rd place. A great team performance by all 10 girls; 
Sienna Z, Hannah M, Prue S, Ayla K, Elizabeth H, 
Sienna K, Alba M, Poppy S,  Eunice A and Ati C. 
Next match, Wednesday 5 November v GWA. This is 
the last league game and the team are currently 
undefeated so fingers crossed for a victory and the 
girls will be in the league semi finals!"


RUGBY

Mr Allen reports: "On Wednesday 1 October, we 
hosted a Year 8 rugby tournament, welcoming five 
local schools; Commonweal, GWA, LPA, RWBA, and Abbey Park.Bradon Forest made a slow 
start in their opening game, but once they found their rhythm, the team grew in confidence and 

performance. From then on, they dominated the 
tournament, winning every remaining match by at 
least two tries clear. Some stand out performances 
by several players in the team lead the group rally 
after the first match, and show true resilience and skill 
throughout the tournament. It was a fantastic display 
of teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship 
throughout the 5 
matches played. 
We are incredibly 

proud of the 
team’s efforts, 
and we look 
f o r w a r d t o 

building on this success in the cup matches starting next 
week. Well done to the Year 8 boys' rugby team!”


SPORTS NEWS
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Mr Bray reports: "The Year 7 Boys Rugby team had their 
first ever match at the end of term against Ridgeway 
school. It was an epic end to end game full of excellent 
rugby skills. Even though Bradon had one less player 
they battled their way right to the end. The team worked 
well together and their rucking skills enabled them to 
keep the ball for long periods of time. It was only the 
running skills of Ridgeway that made the difference 
between the teams. I was very proud of their 
performance. We just need to get a full team out next time! Man of the Match: Olly C." 


CHEERLEADING

Mrs Evans reports: “Also this term, a class of Year 8 girls 
experienced a fun and energetic cheerleading session kindly 
delivered by Millie from Swindon Lightening. The girls practised their 
cartwheels and handstands before attempting some stunts in 
groups. The session was loved by the class, who all thoroughly 
benefited from Millie's wealth of cheerleading knowledge. Fingers 
crossed, we can soon assemble a Bradon Forest Cheerleading 
team!”


MOUNTAIN BIKING


Great to see some of our 
Year 11 g i r ls en joy ing 
mountain biking in the 

sunshine during their PE 
lesson with Mr Matthews! Great progress and resilience 
on display! 


SPORTS NEWS
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MIDLAND COUNTIES ROAD RELAYS

James Mayneord enjoyed one of the best 
runs of his young career at the Midland 
Counties Road Relays on Saturday 20 
September. Taking over from Max 
Jackson (Ben Conway ran stage 1) in 
13th, James scorched through the the 
field to bring the U15s up to 6th & 
recorded the fastest time overall of 
12mins 15secs. Great run James.


STAFF PICKLEBALL CLUB

Mrs Evans reports: "It's been wonderful to see such a great turn 
out for our Staff Pickleball Club after school! This is a really fun 
opportunity for some extra team building for our teaching and 
support staff. Thank you so much to @swindonpickleballclub for 
helping us launch the new sport at Bradon!”


BMX

Our weekly BMX sessions are still 
going strong, and this term Year 8 
students have been developing their 
skills and confidence on and off the 
bike. “I’ve learnt and improved so 
much this term. I’m more proud of 
myself as I’ve learnt jumping and 
ramp work. It's definitely given me 

more confidence in myself!” Next term will be a chance for some of our new Year 7’s to have a go!
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R h y s F l o y d , t h e 
C o m m u n i t y R u g b y 
C o a c h a t R o y a l 
Wootton Bassett RFC, 
has planned a number 
of October Half Term 
rugby sess ions fo r 
young people in the 
area. Do check out the 
in fo rmat ion - Rhys 
offers great sessions 
and regularly volunteers 
here at Bradon!



We are a Wiltshire school. Wiltshire families can 
apply for a place through Wiltshire County 
Council.

Scan the Wiltshire green QR code or go to:

https://parentportal.wiltshire.gov.uk/web/portal/
pages/parents/admissions


Swindon families will need to apply for a place 
through Swindon Borough Council.

Scan the Swindon orange QR code or go to:

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20071/
school_places_and_admissions/424/
secondary_s%20chool_places_and_admissions

Apply through

Wiltshire Council

Apply through

Swindon Council

The Deadline for Secondary School 
Applications for Year 6 pupils is           

FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 2025

SECONDARY SCHOOL
Applications
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